

04 March 2005
4228
Immediate
After slow February, industry looks to £5.9billion March new car market
· February new car registrations down 14,368 units or 15.7 per cent to 77,092
· New car registrations down 10.5 per cent year-to-date following record first quarter in 2004
· Diesel market rises 3.5 per cent in February to 28,208 units

· March market predicted to reach 437,000 units, worth around £5.9bn
Commenting on the figures, SMMT chief executive, Christopher Macgowan, said, 'February is traditionally a slow month as new car buyers and the motor industry prepare for the surge that accompanies the March plate change. After last year's significant growth in the first quarter, we expect March registrations to fall by around six per cent. While this is lower than last year's record total, it still represents a new car market in good shape.'
February and quarter one registration figures 1999-2005 
(since introduction of twice-yearly plate change)
	
	February registrations
	Feb % of annual market
	Q1 registrations

	1999
	84,040
	3.8
	635,942

	2000
	73,734
	3.3
	660,747

	2001
	79,151
	3.2
	675,083

	2002
	93,515
	3.6
	722,718

	2003
	88,096
	3.4
	712,940

	2004
	91,460
	3.6
	756,005

	2005
	77,092
	3.1*
	695,000*


* Industry expectations
February 2005

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


